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Thurnham CE Infant School Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 2021 to 
2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year 
and the effect that last year’s spending of the grant had within our school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Thurnham C. of E. Infant 
School 

Number of pupils in school  270 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 3.7% (10) 

10 PP Pupils  

2 PLAC Pupils 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan 
covers (3-year plans are recommended) 

2021/22 – 2024/5 

Date this statement was published November 2021  

Reviewed July 2022  

November 2022 

Reviewed Oct 2023 

November 2023 

Reviewed July 2024 

Reviewed November 2024 

Date on which it will be further reviewed July 2025 

Statement authorised by Mr T Pring  

Headteacher 

Pupil Premium Lead Mr T Pring  

Headteacher 

Governor Lead Zara Lang 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £13,970 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £0 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years £ 0 
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Total budget for this academic year £13, 970 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At Thurnham C of E Infant School our aim is that all pupils, regardless of their background or 

life challenges experienced, make good to progress to attain highly across the whole 

curriculum. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to help and support our pupils in 

whatever way we can to achieve that goal, and to further challenge our high attainers. 

We will ensure we are aware of the challenges faced by our vulnerable pupils by working 

closely together with parents, social workers, staff and any outside agencies that are involved 

in supporting our pupils. The activities outlined in this strategy statement are to support all our 

vulnerable pupils, whether they are disadvantaged or not. 

High-quality teaching is at the centre of all our approaches with support put in place to help 

where are disadvantaged pupils are finding the greatest challenges. 

Our overarching focus is to ensure that the emotional and well-being needs of our pupils are 

met through offering a tailored Nurture and Thrive provision (using trained practitioners). This 

will also benefit the non- disadvantaged pupils in our school. If our pupils feel safe, secure and 

are well -regulated then they will be ready to learn. Several pupils have experienced some 

form of trauma or adverse childhood experience (ACE). Studies show that with the correct 

emotional support young children can be helped to overcome and be supported through these 

challenging times. 

At Thurnham we understand that language is key to successful learning. We assess all children 

in the early part of their Reception year using the Language Link programme. (Those we are 

concerned about we assess again at periodic points throughout their time at the school). We 

also run Speech Link assessments alongside, where necessary. All children across the school 

are then supported via Language Link groups to help close the gaps in their use and 

understanding of language. Without these skills, studies have shown that children may 

struggle with reading and writing or understanding concepts in other curriculum areas. If we 

can ensure that children are able to develop - not only their language skills - but increase their 

vocabulary then they will have increased chances of success in later life. 

As a school we have moved to Seesaw as a platform for sharing work with our parents. It aids 

communication and enables teachers to set and support homework. It is vital that all our 

pupils and parents have access to this - we ensure they have the correct technology available 

and the skills needed to access and support their children. 

Our strategy is also integral to the whole school plan for educational and emotional recovery 

for all our pupils. Providing targeted support and small group intervention sessions using 



 

4 

trained teachers to deliver the sessions. We have bought into Little Wandle revised Letters and 

Sounds to support all our pupils. 

All that we provide will be supported by clear assessment and understanding of the needs of 

our pupils. This is be undertaken by observation, discussion and summative assessments of our 

pupils needs. We understand that early intervention is key. 

Through providing a clear consistent approach that has been developed from research, 

observation, discussion, assessment and working together as a whole staff we hope that all 

our pupils will be helped to excel. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged 
pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Assessments, observations and discussions with parents, staff, pupils (and 
Boxall Profile) indicates that some of our PP and PLAC children require 
additional support with their emotional well-being and self-esteem. This is 
evident from Reception through to the end of Year 2. 

2 Assessments, observations and discussions with parents, staff and pupils has 
highlighted our disadvantaged pupils are finding challenges with their phonics 
and writing activities. This will negatively impact upon their development as 
readers and writers.  

3 Discussions with parents, staff and pupils has highlighted that not all our 
disadvantaged and PLAC children have equal access to technology to support 
with home learning (Seesaw) or adults with the skills to support them in the 
best possible way. This will impact upon their progress and ability to practise 
their skills at home. 

4 Discussions with parents, staff and pupils (and Language Link assessments) 
have highlighted that some of our disadvantaged pupils (and other pupils) face 
challenges with their language skills and understanding caused by missed 
school / nursery during the Covid-19 Pandemic. This will impact upon their 
understanding within the classroom and access to the curriculum. 
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how 

we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Improved well-being and self-
regulation for all our children 
including our disadvantaged 
children 

Discussions with parents, staff and pupils indicate 
significant improved abilities to understand and express 
their feelings as shown with increased scores on the Boxall 
Profile. 

Adults and children have been supported through their 
losses and challenges and feel they are better able to cope 
with them. 

This is all evident when triangulated with pupil voice, 
engagement and interaction levels of pupils within the 
classroom and playground and work scrutiny. Also, within 
the self-esteem and happiness levels of the children and 
apparent in their behaviours and abilities to participate 
fully within lessons. 

There are reduced behaviour incidents during lunch time 
as all children are able to interact and display good 
emotional intelligence. 

Raised attainment for children 
eligible for the Pupil Premium 
Grant 

At least 80% of all PP and PLAC children reach the 
Expected level of attainment at the end of the academic 
year. 

 At least 97% of all pupils will have achieved the Phonics 
Screening Check threshold by the end of Year 2 

Ensure all PP pupils (and PLAC) 
have equal access to 
technology to support with 
home learning (Seesaw) & 
adults are able to support 

All PP and PLAC pupils have access to the correct 
technology – either via a tablet or laptop. 

All adults working with the pupils feel confident and able 
to support the pupils at home. 

All adults are confidently able to access Seesaw to 
complete the homework and make regular contact with 
the school and class teacher. 

All PP pupils (and PLAC) have 
been able to close any gaps in 
their understanding and use of 
language caused by missed 
school / nursery during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic 

Discussions with parents, staff and pupils indicate 
significant improved oral language skills among our 
disadvantaged pupils. This is evident when triangulated 
with other sources of evidence, including work in class and 
pupil’s voice, work scrutiny and engagement in lessons. 
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Activity in this academic year 2023-24 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) this 

academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £3,002.35 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

1 and 3 

https://www.nurtureuk.org/
https://www.nurtureuk.org/what-we-do/research-and-evidence/impact-and-evidence/eef-toolkit-and-nurture-groups
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4175/1/The_exclusion_from_school_of_children_aged_four_to_seven%5B1%5D.pdf
http://dera.ioe.ac.uk/4175/1/The_exclusion_from_school_of_children_aged_four_to_seven%5B1%5D.pdf


 

7 

3 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/early-language
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/early-language
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/choosing-a-phonics-teaching-programme
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital
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https://www.thriveapproach.com/
https://www.thriveapproach.com/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://www.nurtureuk.org/what-we-do/research-and-evidence/impact-and-evidence/eef-toolkit-and-nurture-groups
https://www.nurtureuk.org/what-we-do/research-and-evidence/impact-and-evidence/eef-toolkit-and-nurture-groups
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/articles/nurture-provision-primary-schools
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000989/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_Section_4_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1000989/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_Section_4_.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/social-and-emotional-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy


 

10 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/digital
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Reviewed Expenditure 

Academic year 2023-2024 

The three headings below enable schools to demonstrate how they are using the pupil premium to im-
prove classroom pedagogy, provide targeted support and support whole school strategies.  
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Total spending on our Disadvantaged (Pupil Premium) Children in 2023/24 £21,093.25 

 
 

We recognised that the amount of funding we receive for pupil premium children is a smaller 

amount than our total spending for this same group of children. The additional funding is taken 

form the school’s core funding. The provision in place is of such a benefit to these disadvantaged 

children that we feel this is a justified discrepancy.  


